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Important: 
President’s Message on Page 2                           Holiday Party Photos on Pages 7, 9       
VP of Trips Message on Page 3                            A Flair for Fashion on Page 11  
Mel’s View from the Sky on Pages 6, 7              Ski Racing and Industry News on Page 5 

       Jan / Feb 2022 NEWS FOR SKIERS AND SNOWBOARDERS  

Holiday Party Highlights from Hillcrest Country Club   

       

      

       

       

                                              

Thursday Thirst 

January 13  6:00—9:00 pm 

Sun King Fishers Small-batch Brewery 

9713 District N Drive, Suite 1220 

Please RSVP at www.indyskiclub.org  Click on Events Calendar tab. 

Click Green View Arrow button next to Thursday Thirst event. 

On new page in top right corner, click on “Register Now”  
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Greetings from your President: 

We had an excellent turnout at our December 9th Holiday Party at Hillcrest Country 
Club! This year we had 70 members attend the very festive event. Dena Aleksa did a 
fantastic job organizing the event and planning the buffet dinner, a welcomed change 
from the past.  Marilyn Rader was able to find a small choir ensemble from Lawrence 
North High School that entertained us by singing Holiday songs a cappella.  They were 
fresh and young and full of energy.  Brett Farrell took many photos, and you may view 
them all on our website.   www.indyskiclub.org  
It was an exceptional evening, from beginning to end.     
   
Recently I read an article about the 10th Mountain Division that trained at Cooper 
Mountain just outside Leadville, Colorado, during WWII.  Instead of training soldiers to ski and climb moun-
tains, the Division recruited skiers and trained them to be soldiers.  After the war ended, as many as 62 Ski 
Resorts were started by 10th Mountain Division personnel.  Among that list were Vail, Aspen, Arapahoe Ba-
sin & Whitefish.  A little piece of history, how astonishing is that!   
 
It is now about two weeks before our ski season begins. The first trip up is Telluride... I hope everyone skis 
safe and enjoys the slopes. 
 

 

George Andrews 

President  

Obituary: 

Former ski club member Barb Wiggins, of Mooresville passed away November 3, 2021.  Barb graduated with a Masters 

Degree from Indiana University and taught at Sanders Elementary in Wayne Township for 33 years.  She was an avid 

Indiana Pacers and Indianapolis Colts fan.  Barb and her husband Lloyd were active in the ski club for many years. 

New Thursday Thirst RSVP Effort: 

Have you visited your favorite restaurant or watering hole since the April 2020 lockdown?  Chances are they were 

short staffed.  In order to be better guests at our Thursday Thirst venues we are encouraging everyone attending to 

Register in advance.  We’ll then notify the host venue of the number of ski club members to expect.  They will hopeful-

ly be better prepared ( and not surprised ) and be able to give us better service.  Please cooperate. 

Go to the www.indyskiclub.org website and open the Events Calendar tab.  Beside the Thursday Thirst listing you’ll see 

 a Green “View” Arrow.                                Click on it and a detailed page opens.   

 

Look in the top right corner for the                           button and click on it.  It’s just that simple. 

Want to know more about the 10th Mountain Division? 

Click the link below. 

https://snowbrains.com/10th-mountain-division-history-fire-mountain 

http://www.indyskiclub.org
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Snow is falling, lifts are running, and skiers are skiing…  
 

The 2022 Ski Season is finally here, and without fail, a hundred and fifty (150) of us will be 
trekking West.   And, this year, we are going back to Europe, with thirteen (13) skiers 
headed to Switzerland.     
 
Though Covid, Epic Passes, and Snow are lingering in our thoughts, everyone is, without a 
doubt, excited to hit the slopes and experience another crazy, unconventional year on the 
mountain. So, let our adventures begin. 
 
First up are our January trips, Telluride and Vail; then onto Jackson Hole in February; Park 
City/Deer Valley and Switzerland in March; and finishing at Breckenridge for spring skiing. 
Breckenridge is our only trip with spaces available.       
 
Unfortunately, it seems that COVID 19 still isn't yet in our collective rearview mirrors.  This season will be a hybrid be-
tween a typical year and last season.  The good news is that face masks are not required outdoors.  So, lift lines, chair-
lifts and gondolas will operate with pre-covid standards.  Plus, they will load at normal capacity. Face masks will be re-
quired in all indoor settings and on all buses.  Guests 12 and over will have to show proof of vaccination to dine at 
quick-serve and cafeteria-style restaurants; proof of vaccination is not required at sit-down restaurants.  Also, expect 
to see many places that will not accept cash.  So, bring lots of masks, vaccination proof, and credit cards.  And we all 
know these guidelines are subject to change at the drop of a hat.       
 
Vail sold 1.2 million EPIC Passes this year, and with that came an avalanche of issues.  The most significant problem has 
been getting them printed and mailed.  Since they outsourced that process to an overseas 3rd party, Vail can only tell 
that your pass was printed but not track it.  There is still time to get yours in the mail, but time is getting short.  If you 
have not received yours yet, please advise your trip leader.  She will have up-to-date information for getting it on-site. 
 
All our prayers to the snow gods are working.  Snow has finally started to fall.  Telluride, Vail, and Breckenridge are all 
under a Winter Storm Warning…. Watch for 12 to 25 inches of snow to drop this week alone.   Park City and Jackson 
Hole have snow, and all their lifts are up and running.  
 
The mountains are whispering, and excitement is in the air……So, if you are one of the lucky ones to be answering the 
call this year, sharpen your skis, do a few extra workouts, and stay healthy.  If you are not joining us this year, we hope 
to see you on the slopes in 2023.     
 
See you on the mountain,  

 

Carolyn McConkey 
VP Trips 2020-2021 
 

 

 

 

 
The newly renovated Applejack Wine & Spirits located in 

Thornton, Colorado.  Steve Hoover’s son was the con-

struction project manager. 
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      BRECKENRIDGE 

Saturday, Apr. 2nd  to  Saturday, Apr.9th 
Spaces Remain                      $1,965 // Ground: $1,510 

 

    Trip Includes:   Air & Ground Transportation Contact:  Marilyn Rader   

 7 nights at Beaver Run Resort (Ski-in/Ski-out) 7834 Valley Stream Dr. 

           2 Bedroom 2 Bath Condos      Indianapolis, IN  46237 

   Included:                                                                             

                              Welcome Wine & Cheese Reception                   317-441-4775 (cell)                   

  5 day lift ticket    Sixth day lift:  $108                   rm.rader@sbcglobal.net 

  PIZZA Party                                                                An EPIC pass resort.  
 

 $250 Deposit due at sign-up.   Make checks payable: Indianapolis Ski Club 

 Balance due / Cancellation Date: Jan.25, 2022   
   

 

Lodging Amenities:  Indoor & Outdoor pools, hot tubs(restricted capacity),  Elevator.  ATM. Free internet. 

 Spa, fitness room.  On-site rentals. Ski lockers. Free shuttle. Many bars & restaurants. 
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World Cup Ski Racing News ( highlighting American racers ) 

Mikaela Shiffrin posted on social media that she tested positive for Covid-19 on December 27, but added that she 

was doing well while self isolating.  She missed the World Cup slalom and giant slalom races at Lienz, Austria.  Earlier 

she collected her 71st World Cup victory at Killington Vermont in the slalom, giving her the record for most career 

slalom wins by either a male or female racer with 46 victories in the discipline.  Her 72nd World Cup victory came in 

Courcheval, France in the giant slalom.   

Breezy Johnson collected three podium finishes in the women’s downhill  recently.  She was second in Lake Louise, 

Canada and then posted a 2nd and a 3rd place finish in two downhill races held at Val d’Isere, France.  She has been 

hot on the heels of Sofia Goggia of Italy who has won seven consecutive women’s downhill races.  

Bryce Bennett, who stands 6ft 7in tall won his first World Cup race in the men’s downhill at Val Gardena, Italy. 

 

Other Skiing News 

Sugar Loaf ski resort in Leelanau County, northwest of Traverse City, Michigan is being demolished after standing va-

cant for over 20 years.   The Indianapolis Ski Club ran many weekend bus trips to the popular ski resort.  The resort 

was one of the best in Michigan rivaling Boyne Mountain and Boyne Highlands and would attract 3,000 skiers per day 

at its peak in the 1970’s.  It once hosted a ski school, lodge, hotel, golf course and recreational room. After years of 

bad management, Sugar Loaf switched owners several times before shutting down, according to Powder. Since it 

closed in 2000, the ski resort reportedly resembled a ghost town, with wildlife running through the rooms and graffiti 

sprayed all over its walls. 

Vail Resorts announced they’re doing away with glossy paper trail maps in its Commitment to Zero environmental 

initiative.  Instead, skiers can use the EpicMix app for mountain guides or use the individual resort website.  With the 

money they’re saving Vail is buying Seven Springs Mountain Resort, Hidden Valley Resort, and Laurel Mountain Ski 

Area. 

The National Ski Areas Association reports there are 462 ski areas in the United States.  New York state has 49 re-

sorts, followed by Michigan’s 39, and 31 each for Colorado and Wisconsin.  But Colorado has more than 100 aban-

doned ski areas that are popular with backcountry skiers.  Avalanche gear and training is a must. 

Norwegian Archeologists uncovered a 1,300 year old ski with its primitive binding still attached.  For more click link. 

https://skifederation.org/cgi-bin/dada/mail.cgi/r/newsbeat/547231322869/42990f99af3f558728d167312fe37cda/ 

 

The Beijing Winter Olympics are scheduled for Friday, February 4 to 

Sunday, February 20.  You can catch all the action on NBC, Peacock, 

and USA network, but not on NBCSN which ceases operations Jan 1. 

Wall Street Journal Opines: 

“No Democracy Should Participate in the 2022 Beijing Olympics.  The 

Chinese Communist Party tries to whitewash its image in preparation 

for the Winter Games.” 
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View from the Sky….   life in the northern Rockies                  

by Mel Crichton 

Wow! What  a difference a year can make… and…what a difference a snowfall can make. Last Monday Cathy and I 
skied the same two runs on the same one 6 person chair…. Along with three or four hundred other folks, mostly locals, 
all as desperate as we were to ski  something… anything! Kamikaze college students playing hooky flew by us old fo-
gies like we were bicyclists on the interstate. And the grooming was getting “weary”. But it was the only skiable snow 
on the mountain. Our western drought has continued well into December…. it was the 13th , and the snow on the 
slopes had all been provided by Ev Kircher’s amazing snow-making invention more than 60 years ago.  Ev is long gone, 
but his kids keep up the family ski business from Michigan to Maine to the Rockies. The family continues to make mon-
ey… and it continues to spend it.  

This summer Big Sky replaced the old four person 
Swiftcurrent chair with the fastest 6 person chair in 
North America, with heated bum-warmers and a drop 
down bubble to keep germs contained.  It will whisk 
you to the top in about 6 minutes…..once they get the 
bugs worked out. So far it takes about as long as the 
old Swifty did (if the old one could make it up the hill 
without a breakdown). But old Swifty broke down, and 
in high winds it swayed like a wiggly figure at a used car 
lot. These investments are a big reason Big Sky lift tick-
ets top 200 dollars a day. 

The nice thing, though, was that lift lines were short… until this week. Yesterday (Monday before Christmas) the cra-
zies and the tourists and all the powder nuts came out (yours truly included) for the 6 inches of fresh pow on top of 
the foot that fell last week. The lift line scenario changed a lot…. but only for Swifty. The two-year-old  8-person Ram-
charger chair with its own  bum warmers and covid bubble ran virtually empty. (see the photo… Swifty is on the left, 
Ramcharger on the right, and it’s lunchtime when crowds are supposed to be smaller). But once you got past Swifty 
there were a half dozen other chairs to ride. Yet the Kamikazes charged on, making even green runs dangerous.  
Where are speed cops when YOU are not the one out of control? 

So, intrepid skiers, what does this bode for you? Primarily, compared to last season, Covid restrictions are much more 
relaxed. Life on the slopes is almost normal, if you define normal as hectic and crowded and peppered with idiots. 
Chairs are riding full, and so far there’s no enforced social distancing or masking, but both are suggested indoors ex-
cept when eating or drinking.The Rocky Mountain states are sitting relatively low in the number of new Covid cases 
(we have the best state government money can buy …but maybe it’s wide open spaces) and in Big Sky it’s a priority. 
Ski towns care about visitors  because tourism is their lifeblood. There’s no requirement to be masked, but most expe-
rienced skiers (like us) are smart enough to avoid infection through the usual Covid precautions or with the vaccine… 
or both. I wear a mask to the post office and grocery, even though we’ve been boosted. But all in all, it seems that ski 
areas are more in control of the situation than other places and err on the side of caution. 
 So what should you do about Covid if you want to ski? First, get the damn vaccine!!!!  And the booster, too!!!  There’s 
no evidence that the vaccine affects your reproductive ability, and most of us are way past that point anyway. The vac-
cine will alter your DNA a bit, so so will Covid, only one of them is proven to be fatal. And if you do get Covid the 
effects will be less severe.  Our last four presidents (ol’ Number 45 included) got their boosters, so stop dilly-dallying. 
The shot does not hurt …. much. And if you are a good boy or girl you will get a lollipop. 

Second, don’t ski over the holidays when slopes are crowded. This might sound obvious, but some people, like teach-
ers and families,  have to vacation those times because that’s all the time off they get. If you choose to travel at a holi-
day time, pay extra attention to the remaining suggestions…. 
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Third, play it safe in unfamiliar areas… wear a mask and social distance where possible. Avoid airport restaurants and 
bars if they are crowded. Get drunk on the way to the airport. Fourth- Our community offers free weekly testing for 
locals as a precaution, and you might check on getting a test where you live before you travel, just to be sure YOU 
won’t be the spreader. Fifth, look for restaurants and bars where tables are farther apart and preferably where wait 
staff are masked. (Big Sky has lifted the mask requirement for its staff, but it could return)  Sixth, ski with people you 
know… if you can. FINALLY… keep the chair bubble UP! I was amazed last year when folks wanted to drop the bubble, 
even on a sunny day, during the pandemic and without vaccines. The bubble might keep you warmer, but a cold nose 
is better than catching Omicron. In fact, being outdoors is MUCH better than indoors, as germs are less prevalent. 
Maybe walk the 200 yards to the chairlift rather than ride a bus. 

Speaking of Omicron, (remember, I am not a doctor, I just read a lot but NOT on social networks) this strain of Covid 
can affect young people, so avoid Millennials. Good advice even if there’s no pandemic. And the vaccine plus booster 
provides a high level of protection, so if you do catch Omicron and you are not a creaky old goat (no skier is) you might 
be able handle it like you would the common cold….I.e.  Stay away from people, get rest, and drink plenty of beer. 
 So far it looks like it will be a “normal” ski season, and if we can get thru the New Year without incident we could very 
well make it to spring.   

Stay safe, have a Merry Christmas/Kwanzaa/Hanukkah/whatever you celebrate, Happy New Year…. and GET THE 
BOOSTER! 

 

  Mel 

 Holiday Party Photos from Brett Farrell 
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Holiday Party Photos from Brett Farrell 
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Excerpts from Z’s Biking Reports: 

  On Tuesday I rode my bike to the dentist’s office.  Not far, just 8 miles away.  But what it did was put my mileage for 

the year above 4000.  It was the first time I did that much and that’s averaging almost 100 miles a week and I was very 

happy about that!  But a couple of Indy Ski Club riders have put me to shame. 

Bryan Smith averages 130 to 150 miles a week, as cycling is a daily workout for him. 

Randy Ridgway, with help from spending a lot of the winter in Florida is on pace to exceed 5300 miles for the year. 

There are others of note that I know about: 

Chris Pratt and Brian O’Farrell are both over 2000 miles, and Dena Aleksa is approaching 2000 miles. 

Terry Lindstrom, Noli Bentley, and Bill Allen are all over 1000 miles, and Barb Garing is approaching 1000 miles. 

 

 

Biking Group Fun 

We’ll continue our group rides in 2022. 

Our emphasis is always on having fun. 

May the wind always be at your back, with sunshine on 

your face, and the road home downhill. 
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A Flair for Fashion 

Nothing says fashion like trendy head wear.   

This second installment of Mad Hatters puts  

the lid and a parting smile on 2021.   

 

Names have been withheld so 

as not to incriminate the 

guilty. 
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Member Birthdays 

         January                                          February 

 

 

 

 

THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE 

FOR YOUR MESSAGE 

Contact Randy Ridgway 

for more information 

ridgway.randal@gmail.com 

Frank Wilder  01/01 

Robert F Bossard  01/05 

William D Bizjak  01/05 

Rick S White  01/06 

Milton H Johnson  01/10 

Deborah K Bucholz  01/10 

Janet L Zusman  01/11 

Valerie R Trimble  01/11 

Justin E Pataky  01/11 

Randal A Ridgway  01/13 

Noli K Bentley  01/14 

Suzanne Roell-Carlson  01/16 

Sheryl L Gehrig  01/16 

Michael A Wier  01/17 

Annie Frederick  01/19 

Richard K Darlington  01/20 

Dalen K Kitchel  01/20 

David Carlson  01/26 

Rudy Osenbaugh  02/04 

Kyle Boyd  02/05 

Michael R Miller  02/06 

Connie J Hatherill  02/07 

Dave Shelbourne  02/10 

Ron J Habenicht  02/11 

James P Devine  02/12 

Anita L Pearson  02/13 

Steve McGaughey  02/15 

David Schieda  02/16 

Mary C Segasser  02/17 

Kristen Williams  02/19 

David A Jarrett  02/20 

Bob Swisshelm  02/20 

David A Bossard  02/21 

Patrick Swickheimer  02/22 

Paul W Nethercott  02/25 

Kitty E Curran  02/27 

Mary A Russell  02/28 
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Postmaster: If Undeliverable Please Return to: 

Marilyn Rader 

7834 Valley Stream Dr 

Indianapolis IN 46237-8537  

 

 

     

                                                        
Indianapolis Ski Club Officers  2021-2022      see photos at http://indyskiclub.org/abouttheboard.asp 

LATEST INFO IS ONLINE AT www.indyskiclub.org 

President:  George Andrews   636-346-3449 
Pres-Elect:  Mike Rees   317-910-0819 
Secretary: Linda Hukill  317-450-7209 
Treasurer:  John Oberlies   317-431-0851 

VP Trips: Carolyn McConkey  317-844-6860 
VP-Elect trips:  Lisa Rayhons  317-709-5231 
VP Member Services:  Marilyn Rader 317-888-7168 

Articles for next Issue to:  

ridgway.randal@gmail.com 

www.indyskiclub.org 
Jan—Feb 2022        

http://indyskiclub.org/abouttheboard.asp
http://www.indyskiclub.org/
mailto:bob.swisshelm@gmail.com

