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Important: 
Ski Trip Openings on Page 3                                 Sun Valley Sports Photos on Pages 9, 10        
Ski Trip Ads on Pages 4, 5, 6                                 A Flair for Fashion on Page 12  
Mel’s View from the Sky on Page 8                    Ski Industry News on Page 7 

       Nov / Dec 2021 NEWS FOR SKIERS AND SNOWBOARDERS  

                                             Hillcrest Country Club Holiday Party  

      6098 Fall Creek Road 

      December 9  6:00pm 

      Reservations Required 

      Watch your Inbox for the Invitation 

                                              Sit Down Dinner 

 

Thursday Thirst 

November 18  6:00—9:00 pm 

Mucky Duck Pub 

4425 Southport Crossing Way 
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Greetings from your President: 

 

We had an excellent turnout at our Oct 14th event at Sun Valley Sports! We came early and 
stayed late and, in the process, consumed eight large pizzas. When I arrived at 6:00pm, the 
store was crowded; the check register line was five deep, and you could feel the energy in the 
room. It was great to see such excitement of gearing up to hit the slopes! 

As President, I receive an email from the National Ski Council Federation every two months. 

This last issue highlighted significant changes at two of our favorite ski resorts, Vail, and 

Steamboat.  Vail Resorts is spending $325 million to upgrade 19 lifts at 14 facilities. Vail, Key-

stone, and Park City will each get two of those upgrades and will be up and running for the 

2022-2023 Ski Season. 

Also, Steamboat will become the second-largest resort in Colorado. For a paltry sum of $125 million, they will add 650 

acres of terrain, mostly in the Pioneer Ridge area, a new 10-person gondola, and a new 17,000 sq ft restaurant. It is a 

multi-year project, but I do see Indy Ski Club visiting in the not-too-distant future! 

Put these two dates on your calendar.  On Nov 18th, Thursday Thirst is at the Mucky Duck Pub.  And Dec 9th, our 

Christmas Holiday Party is at the Hillcrest Country Club.  Watch your email for more details soon.   

We all recognize that the ski industry is changing, and there is a "new normal" way of doing business.  You inadvert-

ently felt some of that with the push of Epic and Ikon Passes this year.  We are now finding that resorts require much 

earlier reservations and earlier payments.  To ensure that we meet all their demands and changes and still have the 

availability of our desired resorts, we, as a board, have voted to move our Annual Sign-Up Picinic to June this coming 

year.   Since there are many moving pieces involved, we will be sharing more details as the plans unfold.   

That's the news as I see it..........   

Have a great Holiday Season! 

George Andrews 

President  

Do you have any favorite photos of ski club friends you want to share?  It’s a fun way to share special memories.  Pho-

tos from ski trips or special gatherings of ski clubbers are welcome.  We’ll create a page in future issues just for these 

photos.  If you have an awesome landscape photo from a ski trip we’ll run that also.   

Send your photo to ridgway.randal@gmail.com 

Former ski club member Bill Hutchinson passed away September 3, 2021.  “Hutch” was born in Lake Charles, LA and 

later moved to Indianapolis and graduated from Indiana University.  He then joined the Navy and completed Officer 

Candidate School in Newport, Rhode Island.  He served in Vietnam and left the Navy after 7 years.  Bill then returned 

to  Indiana University and earned both Master of Business Administration and Master of Public Affairs degrees.  He 

worked at the Indiana School for the Blind and the Public Employees Retirement Fund. 

Hutch served as Treasurer of the ski club in the 1980’s and met his wife Agnes through the club.  He also served as 

Treasurer of the Eagle Creek Sailing Club. 
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The 2021-2022 North American Ski Season is officially here! 

Mammoth Mountain, Keystone, Palisades Tahoe (formerly Squaw Valley), Arapahoe Basin, 

Wolf Creek, and Loveland are now open.  By November's end, all our destinations will be 

ready for skiers, even Europe's Grindelwald.   

SOLD OUT STATUS:  

First up, we're headed to Telluride, then onto Vail.  Those destinations have always been 

club favorites, and this year is no exception.   New to the scene is Grindelwald; it basks in 

their spotlight.  Perhaps it's because, as a sightseeing paradise, this trip accommodates 

skiers and non-skiers alike.  Be mindful, even though these trips are sold out, life happens.  

Call the trip leader if you want to be on an "I'm Interested" List.    

Telluride Trip Leader: Priscilla Johnson  317-289-7776  johnsonteam@comcast.net 
Vail Trip Leader: Linda O'Brien 317-997-4301  lobrien1226@gmail.com 
Grindelwald Trip Leader: Randy Ridgway  765-650-6168  ridgway.randal@gmail.com 

 

SPACE AVAILABLE:   

Park City/Deer Valley is home to two world-class resorts for skiing and snowboarding.  A wide variety of runs for all 

levels of skiing, but it is an intermediate skier's dream. Because of those pesky male and female ratios, we are particu-

larly looking for one (1) male skier.  There is also a one-bedroom in a two condo unit left.     

Trip Leader:  Dena Aleksa  317-847-6233  redaleksa@yahoo.com   

Jackson Hole is considered the mecca of all skiing and never disappoints.  This year we are at SpringHill Suites, a home-

like hotel in the heart of downtown. It's bigger, better, and brighter.  See, we do make note of all your past reviews 

and requests.  

Trip Leader:  Lisa Rayhons  317-709-5231  lisamrayhons@gmail.com 

Breckenridge is our Spring Skiing Finale.  Historically, The Breck is among the first to open and the last to close.  April is 

one of their heaviest snowfalls, and the daytime average temperature is in the upper 20s. That alone sets the stage for 

excellent skiing.  Since ISC has not been there since 2015, expect a lot of exciting changes.  We are doing it right this 

year with luxury ski-in/ski-out accommodations right in the middle of all the action.    

Trip Leader:  Marilyn Rader  317-441-4775  rm.rader@sbcglobal.net     

EPIC/IKON PASSES:  We have 166 skiers hitting the slopes this year, and 1/3 of our skiers opted into purchasing the 

Epic and Ikon Passes.  What a frustrating, confusing process this has been for us all. But we are now on the other side 

of this learning curve.  Thank you so much for your patience while we navigated this challenging journey. Yikes!  One 

good piece of news, next year, just click the renew button.   And by the way, remember to save your pass; it's re-

loadable.    

COUNTDOWN BEGINS:   While waiting, pass your time by checking your gear, tuning your skis, and hitting the gym.  And 

while you are at it, pray that the snow gods find favor with us and send us snow, snow, and more snow.       

See you on the mountain,  

Carolyn McConkey, Trips VP 

file:///C:/Users/Surface%20Pro/Desktop/johnsonteam@comcast.net
file:///C:/Users/Surface%20Pro/Desktop/lobrien1226@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/Surface%20Pro/Desktop/ridgway.randal@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/Surface%20Pro/Desktop/redaleksa@yahoo.com
file:///C:/Users/Surface%20Pro/Desktop/lisamrayhons@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/Surface%20Pro/Desktop/rm.rader@sbcglobal.net
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JACKSON HOLE, WY Feb 12 - 19, 2022 (Space Available) 

7 nights at Springhill Suites Marriott, Jackson WY 

Daily breakfast, deluxe pools, hot tubs, fitness center 

Spacious lobby, high-speed wi-fi, business ctr 

2-person extremely spacious suite-style rooms 

Mini frig, microwave, coffee/tea maker; separate living space/workstation/desk 

Oversized suites feature plush beds, sleek living areas, spa-like bathrooms 

Shopping, dining, galleries, historic Town Square 

 

5 of 7 day lift ticket; hotel provided shuttle to/from Teton Village 

2,500 acres, 4,139’ vertical 

Pizza party during week 

 

Options: dog sled tours, snowmobiling, Yellowstone Nat’l Park, Nat’l Elk Refuge 

Opportunity for day trip to Grand Targhee Ski Resort (add’l cost) 

 

COST: 

$2,350—adult full package ~~ $2,204—senior full package  

$1,584—full/no lift package   

$1,839—adult ground package ~~ $1,693—senior ground package 

$1,073—ground/no lift package 

$250 due at sign-up; Cancellation and/or final payment—December 20, 2021 

Trip Leader:  

Lisa Rayhons, 4257 Boulevard Place, Indianapolis, IN  46208 

Cell: 317-709-5231; email: lisamrayhons@gmail.com  

 

mailto:lisamrayhons@gmail.com
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=grand+targhee+logo&view=detailv2&qpvt=grand+targhee+logo&id=0B9277576D93A753DEEBABFEBC098047BF7EE293&selectedIndex=0&ccid=FJYa6+us&simid=608043859393711540&thid=JN.sEqbp/sMACfOfR7/Z9TTPA
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      BRECKENRIDGE 

Saturday, Apr. 2nd  to  Saturday, Apr.9th 
Spaces Remain  $1,965 // Ground: $1,510 

 

    Trip Includes:   Air & Ground Transportation Contact:  Marilyn Rader   

 7 nights at Beaver Run Resort (Ski-in/Ski-out) 7834 Valley Stream Dr. 

           2 Bedroom 2 Bath Condos      Indianapolis, IN  46237 

   Included:                                                                             

                              Welcome Wine & Cheese Reception                   317-441-4775 (cell)                   

  5 day lift ticket    Sixth day lift:  $108                   rm.rader@sbcglobal.net 

  PIZZA Party                                                                An EPIC pass resort.  
 

 $250 Deposit due at sign-up.   Make checks payable: Indianapolis Ski Club 

 Balance due / Cancellation Date: Jan.25, 2022   
   

 

Lodging Amenities:  Indoor & Outdoor pools, hot tubs(restricted capacity),  Elevator.  ATM. Free internet. 

 Spa, fitness room.  On-site rentals. Ski lockers. Free shuttle. Many bars & restaurants. 
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World Cup Ski Racing Season Starts in Solden Austria 

The World Cup ski racing season got underway at Solden Austria on the Rettenbach Glacier on October 23 and 24. 

The womens Giant Slalom was held on Saturday with a two run format.  America’s ski phenom Mikaela Shiffrin nar-

rowly won by just 0.14 second over Lara Gut-Behrami of Switzerland.  Third place went to Patra Vlhova of Slovakia. 

The win was Shiffrin’s 70th career World Cup victory.  Gut-Behrami is a speed skiing specialist who also races Giant 

Slalom.  She led after the first run.  Shiffrin’s second run was just good enough to edge the Swiss skier.   Other Ameri-

can finishers were Nina O’Brien in 9th place, A.J. Hurt in 20th, and Paula Moltzen in 23rd.  All earned valuable World 

Cup points.  In addition to the World Cup season, the racers have an eye on the Winter Olympics in Beijing next Feb-

ruary. 

The men raced Giant Slalom on Sunday.  Switzerland’s Marco Odermatt won and America’s River Radamus finished 

sixth. 

Ski Industry News 

The California ski resort formerly known as Squaw Valley / Alpine Meadows has been named Palisades Tahoe.  The 

resort’s planned $1 billion, 30 year expansion project was blocked by a California Appeals Court that found the plan 

inadequately addresses potential environmental damage. 

 

Ikon pass holders will be required to make reservations at Jackson Hole Mountain Resort next ski season.  The pass 

holders can no longer just show up at the resort and expect to ski. 

 

Ski resort conglomerate Powdr is introducing a new Fast Tracks premium skip-the-line pass at four of its resorts this 

season.  The Fast Tracks pass at Mt. Bachelor will start at $49 and go up from there.  Killington Vermont, Snowbird 

Utah, and Copper Mountain Colorado will also have Fast Tracks passes.  Local season pass holders are really upset 

with the program and who can blame them.  Do you want to stand in the regular lift line and watch other privileged 

skiers pass  by?  Ski school classes and ski patrollers also skip the wait with direct lift access.  And then its your turn. 

 

Summit County homeowners could make $24,000 for housing local workers instead of renting on Airbnb.  To qualify 

for the program, property owners must currently have a licensed short-term rental and sign a lease with someone 

working in Summit County.   

 

Seven Overlooked Ski Resorts:   If the last ski season is any indicator, chances are that many skiers are going to spend 

more time in lift lines than enjoying the snow this winter. According to the National Ski Area Association’s annual re-

port, last season ranked among the five busiest since 1978, with more than 59 million visits. And with weekdays ac-

counting for 48% of the season’s visits — up 27% from the previous season — visiting midweek is no longer a surefire 

way to avoid the crowds. 

Luckily, with approximately 470 ski resorts operating nationwide, there are some terrific lesser-known resorts where 

you can avoid a 20-minute lift line without sacrificing terrain or snow. 

1.  Powder Mountain, Utah   2.  Jay Peak, Vermont   3.  Whitefish Mountain Resort, Montana   4.  Arizona Snowbowl   

5.  Monarch Mountain, Colorado   6.  Grand Targhee, Wyoming   7.  Snowbasin, Utah     

https://nsaa.org/webdocs/Media_Public/Press/2020-21/2021_June_SkierVisits.pdf
https://nsaa.org/webdocs/Media_Public/Press/2020-21/2021_June_SkierVisits.pdf
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View from the Sky….   life in the northern Rockies                  

by Mel Crichton 

 

                    SCAT - (verb) An expression meaning “go away” or “leave me alone” 

                                 (noun) improvised jazz singing in which the voice is used in imitation of an instrument. 

                                 Also:  droppings, especially those of carnivorous mammals. 

Old Webster might have stepped in something mushy and uttered another word that starts with S and ends with T, but 
it wasn’t “scat”, perhaps leading to the third definition of the word. It’s a more civil term that park rangers use when 
addressing a mixed crowd about the dangers found in the park. “Listen, folks. If you find bear scat, bears won’t be far 
away.”  That’s why hikers are told to carry bear spray and wear bells, to warn bears that they are nearby, so the bears 
can run away to fetch their friends to see the tourists. 

But there’s more than just bear scat in our back yard this fall. For some reason every type of woods critter has decided 
to make at least one pass through this year, leaving behind booby traps that you can slip on if you don’t pay attention 
to where you are walking. There’s the usual…. mostly mule deer and white tail deer droppings… the round marbles 
that look like what a large rabbit would dump.  We see those in the suburbs of Indy.  And there has been a lot of elk 
activity as the annual rut kicks into high gear… beside the bulls’ bugling, they let us know they are here by eating 
Cathy’s flowers and processing them in the yard. 

But there’s also some larger stuff… it looks like  cow patties, but we don’t have 
cattle… and there are no bison in the mountains… so a moose or two paid us a visit 
recently. We have seen all these types of scat in the past, just not in the large quan-
tities like this year.  

Our most recent addition (new in 2021) is black bear doodoo…a yearling female 
kept nightly rounds between trash cans (that are SUPPOSED to be secured indoors. 
Some folks must think it’s cute to see a bear rummaging through their trash). I was 
working in the garage with the the door open, and she wandered in, no doubt look-
ing for a snack. She would have been disappointed, unless she was looking for emp-
ty beer bottles.  But our idiot dog Gus, thinking she had come to play, got excited 
and scared her away. I’ll bet she would have been no fan of dog drool all over her 
pretty brown coat.  

Another time she visited my “get away from it all” hammock down in the woods, far from people and dogs, beneath 
tall pines, where a fragrant breeze could blow my cares away. I thought she was going to try out the hammock, or 
worse tear it up,  but she dug beneath it and then ran away. The next day I discovered that she had dug up a hornet’s 
nest… and the hornets were not happy … and I got zapped. Needless to say that marked the end of my hammocks 
naps. (See her in action at https://www.youtube.com/shorts/5uYuziRs8i4   ) 

Just once this fall a mountain lion passed through. No, it did not do the cat thing and bury what it left behind.  Danged 
inconsiderate if you ask me. Might as well have been a dog. 

So how do you know whether bear scat is black bear or grizzly bear? Black bear scat has berries in it and smells kind of 
skunky.   Grizzly scat has bells in it and smells like bear spray.   Yuk yuk! 

 

https://www.youtube.com/shorts/5uYuziRs8i4
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Sun Valley Photos from Brett 
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More Sun Valley Photos 



11 

 

 

Excerpts from Z’s Biking Reports: 

Last weekend ( Sept 11 ) we had our bike ride on Sunday be-

cause of rain on Saturday.  Four of us rode down to Garfield 

Park and then over to St. Joseph's cemetery as well as the Jew-

ish cemetery across the street, then back downtown where we 

had brunch at St. Joseph's Brewery.  We got 20 something miles 

in with very nice weather. 

 

 

 

On September 18 ten riders started out on the ride from 
Westfield to Noblesville.  Then 2 riders just disappeared.  So 
we sent a scout back after them and she disappeared.  Then 
we sent another rider after her and he disappeared.  We were 
down to six.  Eventually the others returned. After checking 
them for alien probes, the ten of us made our way along the 
White River to Potter's Bridge.  Mind you, this is the same 
route where, the last time we did it, trees were mysteriously 
falling in front of us and the bike path was flooded over.  
Afterwards most of us stopped at Field Brewery for lunch. 

Biking Group Fun 

On September 25 seven riders made the "Major Taylor" ride. 

We rode downtown from Broad Ripple, caught a glimpse of 

the huge mural on Washington Street, then rode up to the 

Velodrome via Marian University where it was "family week-

end" and the entire campus looked like a giant tailgating party 

before the football game (which Marian won 49-0).  The track 

was closed at the velodrome, but a couple of riders checked 

out the skateboard park.  We returned the long way on the 

Fall Creek trail to avoid possible mud on the canal tow path 

and ended up getting about 26 miles.  We finished up with 

lunch at Flatwater.  It was nice cool weather in the 60's.  

On October 16, 11 riders made the trek out to Fort 

Harrison State Park.  The temps were in the 50's.  We 

did run into a log on the Harrison Trace Trail that we 

had to lift our bikes over.  Mel said he didn't realize he 

needed to bring a chain saw with on these rides. This 

wasn't the first time that he didn't bring his chain saw 

with him.  But a very unusual thing did happen.  Laryn 

actually put air in her tires before the ride for a 

change.    We refreshed ourselves at the Half-Liter. 
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A Flair for Fashion 

Nothing says fashion like trendy head wear.  And no one does it better 

than our stylish British cousins.  Unless, of course, you consider the 

influence American pop culture, music, and sardonic thought has had 

on chapeau monde. 

 

Part Deux will be featured in 

the January Schussboomer. 

Au revoir! 
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Member Birthdays 

         November                                          December 

 

 

 

 

THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE 

FOR YOUR MESSAGE 

Contact Randy Ridgway 

for more information 

ridgway.randal@gmail.com 

John M Miner  11/03 

Mel J Crichton  11/03 

Debbra Lund  11/05 

David L Zoelle  11/06 

Lenka Doyle  11/06 

Nancy E Keyes  11/07 

Jennifer F Rhamy  11/14 

Bruce A Davison  11/16 

Jim R Berlien  11/17 

David A Keener  11/21 

Kevin J Doyle  11/23 

Chris M Dammann  11/25 

Brennen M Nore  11/25 

Vivian L Rich  11/28 

Ken Gardner  11/29 

Craig A Kleis  11/30 

Anne G Kelvin  12/01 

Kimia Mirzadeh  12/02 

Carol M Lockhart  12/05 

Jutta Hoellein  12/06 

Teresa L Mann  12/06 

Bill A Allen  12/10 

Ann E Gardner  12/16 

Linda J Hukill  12/18 

Philip Lockhart  12/21 

William S Sobat  12/26 

Linda O'Brien  12/26 

Paul H Ophus  12/28 

Jackie Sundboom  12/29 

Brian E Moench  12/31 



14 

Postmaster: If Undeliverable Please Return to: 

Marilyn Rader 

7834 Valley Stream Dr 

Indianapolis IN 46237-8537  

 

 

     

                                                        
Indianapolis Ski Club Officers  2021-2022      see photos at http://indyskiclub.org/abouttheboard.asp 

LATEST INFO IS ONLINE AT www.indyskiclub.org 

President:  George Andrews   636-346-3449 
Pres-Elect:  Mike Rees   317-910-0819 
Secretary: Linda Hukill  317-450-7209 
Treasurer:  John Oberlies   317-431-0851 

VP Trips: Carolyn McConkey  317-844-6860 
VP-Elect trips:  Lisa Rayhons  317-709-5231 
VP Member Services:  Marilyn Rader 317-888-7168 

Articles for next Issue to:  

ridgway.randal@gmail.com 

www.indyskiclub.org 
Nov—Dec 2021        

http://indyskiclub.org/abouttheboard.asp
http://www.indyskiclub.org/
mailto:bob.swisshelm@gmail.com

