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Important Ski Pass news on page 6:  Time Sensitive 
 
Even if you’ve never bought a ski pass before, you may save $$ to buy one this year! 

       May / June 2021 NEWS FOR SKIERS AND SNOWBOARDERS  

Good News 
Our recent survey of members’ interest in expanding our social activities showed a huge response.  We had a great 

response rate too, much higher than most surveys.  With the input you gave us, we are moving ahead with setting up 

new activities for our ski club members.  Our Social Committee chair, Dena Aleksa, will manage the process of con-

tacting members, recruiting group leaders, and setting up our new groups.  The survey showed us surprising interest in 

many of the choices: 

Euchre 29 respondents                                                               Hearts 13 respondents 

Motorcycle      9 respondents                                            Walking/Hiking 46 respondents 

Social Golf    11 respondents                                            Biking       32 respondents 

Book Club 10 respondents                                               Wine Tasting       22 respondents 

Pickleball 23 respondents                                               Garden Club       10 respondents 

The biking names have already been turned over to our biking leader, Jim Burdeski, and he has added the new addi-
tions to his email list.  His rides are generally every Saturday morning in the spring, summer and fall.  The card groups, 
Euchre and Hearts, will take a while to get going as we want to get everyone feeling Covid safe before we start 
meeting. One respondent suggested we make the book club a combined book and movie club to include traditional 
book choices as well as outings to Keystone Art Cinema where, of course, liquor can be carried into the theater. Long-
time member Bob Swisshelm has offered to lead the Pickleball group and one of the card groups.  The walking/hiking 
group is so large that we will need to have an overall coordinator and several individual walk leaders.  Walks/hikes will 
be loop walks, no up-and-back on a bike trail.  Fort Harrison and Eagle Creek are obvious destinations as well as other 
nearby city and state parks.  Stay tuned for more information and please contact Dena Aleksa (redaleksa@yahoo.com) 
if you have interest in helping us to set up or lead any of the groups.  Thanks again for your participation in the survey. 
 

Ray Battey 

mailto:redaleksa@yahoo.com
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Greetings from your President elect.  

I wanted to write a quick note to let you know the current state of Indy Ski Club hap-
penings. 

All of us are hoping and waiting for a return to whatever the new normalcy is going to 
be. 

First is the August trip sign-up picnic. We have a tentatively reserved the Sailing Club 
for Saturday, August the 21st. Sundays were not available due to Sailing Club events. 
The Sailing Club is still working on their Covid-19 restrictions and as soon as that is 
known we will sign the contract. 

Carolyn is putting the final ski trip schedule in place and it’s going to be great! 

We have a group working on the transition to our new website with Club Express and we are looking for-
ward when it’s in place. 

Z and the bike group are riding so join us on Saturdays! 

Deana is finishing the Thursday Thirst calendar and looking for leaders for our new Social groups so stay 
tuned on this roll out. 

Enough for now!! 

 

George Andrews 

 

 

Provide your own caption 
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I started the 2020-2021 season with the words, "Welcome to the Weirdest Ski Season 

Ever."   And today, I can honestly say no truer words have ever been spoken. Yes, it 

was weird, challenging, and at times frustrating, but we survived and did so in style. 

Well done, everyone.    

 A huge thanks go out to all the staff at Winter Ski & Sport for constantly pivoting to 

accommodate our changing needs.     

Deserving a special shout-out are our veteran trip leaders, Priscilla Johnson and Lisa 

Rayhons. Their knowledge, clear heads, and calming presence were invaluable this year. 

And our newbie trip leaders, Dena Aleksa and Ginny Klimeck courageously accepted the challenge in a 

COVID year and were excellent students. They are a great addition to our roster of trip leaders.  All of the 

trip leaders had to be exceptionally creative and flexible this year.  And, after reading your evaluations, it ap-

pears they did an outstanding job.   

Then, of course, there were our skiers who bravely hit the slopes.  Even with constant adjustments to the 

ever-changing rules, their attitudes and sense of adventure made it all worthwhile.     

Thank you, everyone, for making this year a success. 

    

Carolyn McConkey, VP Trips    
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It’s early in the booking season, so details are missing.  

Stay tuned for more updates as they become available.  But for the moment, here are the 

basics.  Mark your calendars and join us on the slopes.                         

     Carolyn McConkey, VP Trips    

2021-2022 Indianapolis Ski Club Program  

TELLURIDE  ---         

January 15-22, 2022  

Mountain Lodge  

Ski in/ski out  

Condos: 2 bd/2 bath units    

36 spaces available.   

EPIC Mountain 

 

           VAIL ---  

January 22-29, 2022  

Vail Spa   

Condos: 2 bd/2 bath and 3 Bd/3 bath units 

36 spaces available  

EPIC Mountain 

 

            JACKSON HOLE -- 

February 12–19, 2022 

Springhill Suites 

Hotel Rooms based on 2 per unit 

Free hot breakfast 

36 spaces available 

IKON Mountain 

Winter 2021-2022 

It’s a fresh start --- see you slope side!  
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             PARK CITY/DEER VALLEY  ———  

March 5-12, 2022  

Ski 3 days at Park City & 2 days at Deer Valley 

Park Avenue of Identity  

Condos: 2 bd/2 bath units 

36  spaces available   

5 min. shuttle ride to slopes 

Park City is an EPIC Mountain  

Deer Valley is an IKON Mountain 

 

              EUROPE: GRINDELWALD & LUCERNE, SWITZERLAND  ——— 

March 4-15, 2022 

7 days at Derby Swiss Hotel in Grindelwald 

3 days at Hotel Astoria in Lucerne 

18 spaces available 

Several side tours available 

 

            BRECKENRIDGE  ——— 

April 2-9, 2022 

Beaver Run Resort 

Condos: 2 bd/2 bath units 

36 spaces available 

Ski in/ski out resort 

No interchangeable lift tickets  
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Meltdown at Hillcrest April 22 
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Biking Group 
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View from the Sky….  an Indy Ski Clubber in the Montana Rockies 

 

It’s been a long and sometimes arduous winter for some skiers. When the Ikon pass came out a few years ago, 
locals reacted as if Big Sky had become Vail-North and the slopes would soon be flooded with drunken out-of-towners 
and bar prices would skyrocket. Well, part happened anyway, as the out of town drunks swelled the total number of 
drunks already on the slopes.  It became painfully necessary to keep an eye (and ear) out for a kamikaze barreling at 
you from behind…. just like in Colorado. Lift lines grew noticeably, so a skier with a tiny bladder might not make it 
through the hour-plus line to ride the Lone Peak tram.  OK, I’ll admit that prior to Ikon,  Big Sky locals had been spoiled 
rotten by skiing full blast straight to a waiting chairlift. But Big Sky has been discovered now. Whoopee! I am so 
thrilled! 

Then Covid happened, social distancing happened, lift line mask Nazis rose to power, and chairs were intentionally 
not being filled. But skiers kept coming in spite of the pandemic.  It is heart-wrenching to see an eight person chair 
take off with two riders while fifty masked skiers are still in line. Lift waits are even longer, and old geezers (like me) 
should carry an empty juice bottle to make it through the tram line…. But most of us would merely look at the long line 
at the tram, sigh or maybe shed a tear, and ski on by.  Weekend skiing, as well as tram skiing, became a memory for 
most of us, except for masochists who love being surrounded by  wall to wall people.  Like Big Fred, who skis the tram 
almost every day and loves to challenge drunks and Covid (he played defense for Minnesota and is afraid of NOTH-
ING). Our expensive season pass might as well have been a cheap weekday season pass with no tram privileges. Alt-
hough I missed a lot of ski days by being in Indy part of the winter, it has been decades since I skied fewer than 40 days 
in a season. Mike and Kent usually get more than that doing just club trips. I envy Mike and Kent.  

Covid has another impact… nobody gets a  skier’s tan! Wearing a mask and goggles on the lift pretty much keeps 
the sun off your face… except your for one part. My nose looks like I’ve been on a four month bender… which is pretty 
much true, as drinking alone at home is the Dr Fauci’s lockdown alternative to drinking in bars. The only skier tans we 
see are on visiting families and groups who got the entire chair to themselves so they could pull their masks down. Be-
fore I head back to Indy I am buying spray tan. 

The worst part of Covid? An entire season of skiing with NO APRES SKI !  Can we have a moment of silence for 
apres ski 2021?  With luck and vaccinations, there will be an Apres Ski 2022? That’s something Indy Ski Club has always 
done well, and I sure miss it!  

A few things observed or learned this season: 

Less ski time meant more time spent getting to know the area. A local natural-
ist told me that wolf populations are very strong now, as there are plenty of elk 
and bison just begging to be eaten. (Did you know that adult wolves will gorge 
themselves on a kill, then waddle back to the den? The pups lick their faces until 
the adults throw up, thereby feeding the pups. So if you dog licks your face, he 
might be hungry. But don’t puke on him, just open a can of Alpo.) 

The naturalist also told me the grizzly populations are improving because of 
the wolves. Now pay attention here. Grizzly bears in hibernation can smell a meal 
miles away, a.k.a. the remains of a wolf buffet dinner.  It’s like the smell of fresh 
coffee and bacon frying to most of us. The mama bears wake, find the grub, feed 
themselves, then go back to sleep. This extra nutrition during hibernation means 
the cubs born that winter will be stronger and have a higher chance of surviving 
their first few months. Our local celebrity grizzly sow, number 399, had FOUR cubs 
last winter and they are doing well. She and the kids can be found posing for pho-
tos north of Jackson.  

We see a lot more out of state license plates around town as folks are buying 
up real estate sight unseen at way above asking price. When a feeding frenzy 
starts, more sharks arrive. However, it’s fun to watch a luxury car with California 
plates inch its way up Lone Peak Spur Road… unless you are following it. I don’t 
think you can put snow tires on a Ferrari, but I bet they try. 

Friday, April 16 and only one other 

person on the lift! 
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Another observation… we had a freak warm spell in March, and roof snow started melting early. That’s when I 
found out our garage roof leaks. However, it’s now the last week of skiing,  and it’s been cold and snowy for most of 
April.  The roof leak has stopped, and it’s snowing right now as I write. Spring is happening, but not here. Spring ski 
clothing won’t cut it; the mittens have been returned to service.  The good news is we don’t need spring wax. Yet the 
lifts are almost empty this week, like the Big Sky of old. I guess there’s golf to be played down below, or the spring 
breaks are finally over. For this last week, we can get an entire day of hard skiing in two hours. I got on the tram for 
the first time in two seasons after waiting only 20 minutes… But it might be too cold for a bikini-clad closing party this 
year… I will miss that!  But I never looked good in a bikini. 

I hate to say it, but I am a little looking forward to summer. 
That’s like saying “I’m feeling depressed so I think I'll get a colon-
oscopy.”. We might add a couple more ski days in the Beartooth 
wilderness in July, but for the most part, it’s time to clean the golf 
clubs and dig the bikes and kayaks out of the garage.  (Cathy’s 
kayak is almost full of rainwater from the leak, not sure how she 
will get it lowered to the floor) 

But it’s really skiing that keeps us moving and feeling alive. As 
Warren Miller said ”You don’t stop skiing because you get old. 
You get old because you stop skiing.”     

Somehow  I feel a tad older this spring.  

 

Mel Crichton Our backyard, it’s still “winter” but people have 

stopped skiing. 

Obituary: 

Former ski club member Sam Power, Jr, age 73 of Frankfort passed away recently.  Sam was a member of 

the ski club in the mid-nineties.  Sam skied in Austria, Vail, Aspen, Steamboat Springs, Big Sky and Michigan.   

He was Optometrist with a practice in Frankort since 1977.  He was a graduate of I.U. and loved to watch the 

I.U. basketball team. 

Applejacks, a favorite bus stop on the 

west side of Denver has  undergone a 

complete renovation over the winter.  Ski 

club member Steve Hoover’s son served 

as Construction Manager.  Your support 

of their establishment helped to make 

this possible.  
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Submitted by Priscilla Johnson, Chief Snowflake 
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Member Birthdays 

                 May                                           June 

 

 

 

 

THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE 

FOR YOUR MESSAGE 

Contact Randy Ridgway 

for more information 

ridgway.randal@gmail.com 

Rudolf Hoellein 5/1 

Phil Booher 5/4 

Joan Naffziger 5/5 

Jennifer Zoelle 5/6 

Carolyn McConkey 5/11 

Sue McNiel 5/14 

Barbara Duke 5/14 

Lisa Rayhons 5/16 

Ray Battey 5/17 

Matt Hatley 5/17 

William Maxwell 5/18 

Marie Johansen 5/20 

Dena Aleksa 5/22 

Conner Pataky 5/23 

Joseph Summers 5/24 

Thomas Roy 5/25 

Vanessa Pataky 5/29 

Elizabeth Miller 6/2 

Richard Rader 6/4 

Molly Hail 6/5 

Donald Hand 6/8 

Joseph Smith 6/8 

Herbert Boisso 6/8 

Jean Thompson 6/13 

Curtis Fox 6/15 

Mike Agnew 6/15 

James Hilt 6/17 

Sarah Darlington 6/18 

Christy Sharp 6/20 

Phil Buehler 6/24 

Klaus Seibert 6/25 

Lisa  Schmadeke 6/28 

Ginny Klimeck 6/28 

Judy Birt 6/29 

John Stobaugh 6/29 
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Postmaster: If Undeliverable Please Return to: 

Marilyn Rader 

7834 Valley Stream Dr 

Indianapolis IN 46237-8537  

 

 

     

                                                        
Indianapolis Ski Club Officers  2020-2021      see photos at http://indyskiclub.org/abouttheboard.asp 

LATEST INFO IS ONLINE AT www.indyskiclub.org 

President:  George Andrews   636-346-3449 
Pres-Elect:  Mike Rees   317-910-0819 
Secretary: Linda Hukill  317-450-7209 
Treasurer:  Open 

VP Trips: Carolyn McConkey  317-844-6860 
VP-Elect trips:  Lisa Rayhons  317-709-5231 
VP Member Services:  Marilyn Rader 317-888-7168 

Articles for next Issue to:  

ridgway.randal@gmail.com 

www.indyskiclub.org 
May-June 2021        

http://indyskiclub.org/abouttheboard.asp
http://www.indyskiclub.org/
mailto:bob.swisshelm@gmail.com

