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Www.indyskiclub.org 

Calendar of Events: 

March 9  Perfect North 2nd Tuesday Ski Day 10 am to ?? pm   Meet in East Lodge  
March 18  Virtual Thursday Thirst—see details above    Hey, you don’t need a mask! 
April 3  Snowmass Trip Begins  
April 22  Ski Club Meltdown Party - Location to be determined - Watch for an email! 

  Reminder:  Renew your club membership.  Application form is on page 15. 

 March / April 2021 NEWS FOR SKIERS AND SNOWBOARDERS 

Indy Ski Club Kicks Off 63rd  Year of Club Sponsored Trips 
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From the President 

We are already looking ahead to the 2022 ski season.  Trip Evaluations 

from this year have given us some idea of where you want to go but we 

will also be doing an electronic survey which will help us pick destinations 

and right-size the trips.   We are all hoping that we can return to normal 

and have a successful ski season.  It seems likely our western resorts will 

be completely open but masks may still be required.  I can announce we’ll 

be going back to Europe next year as Winter Ski & Sport is already working on a proposal.  

Here is a picture from ten years ago at Brides-Les-Bains, France where we skied Meribel, 

Courchevel and Val Thorens.  

Thanks to everyone who participated in our social interest group survey.  We are currently 

looking at the data and will give you a report soon.  We hope to add some more social in-

terest groups to the club and will need leaders for each group.   

We have a tentative date set for the Spring Meltdown Party, Thursday, April 22nd, but we 

don’t have a place yet. With most of us getting vaccinated, I’m hoping that we can schedule 

it. The Ski Club Picnic at the Sailing Club is on for sure. Put Saturday, August 21st, on your 

calendar.  Hope to see you soon. 

Ray 
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Winter Park Vail/Beaver Creek Big Sky

Three trips completed!   Thanks, Dean Aleksa, Ginny Klimeck, and Lisa Rayhons, for all your hard work and 

flexibility in pulling them together.   And indeed, we would have sat at home, like so many other ski clubs, 

without the tremendous help from Winter Ski and Sport.   It has been a weird, complicated, and crazy sea-

son but the mountains never disappoint.    

   Up next:  Snowmass 

Priscilla Johnson is shepherding us all for the final trip of the year.   Spring Skiing at Snowmass never disap-

points.   Since Covid’s tight grip is lessening,  many of you have asked about joining the trip.   Sorry skiers, it 

is full.     

    Looking forward to the 2022 SKI SEASON

Even before our final trip has begun, we are already planning for our 2022 ski season.  Believing that the 

world will be righted and all of us eager to return West, I see a full and exciting season.   At this moment, no 

destinations are final, but contracts are in process.  One of our club’s favorite spots, Jackson Hole, is in the 

works.   Park City/Deer Valley will be back on our calendar.  Look for Breckenridge to 

make an appearance.  We haven’t skied there since 2012, and it has become quite the 

ski town.  Definitely, a  4th trip will be added and perhaps a 5th.   Oh, by the way, we 

will be returning to  Europe in March.     

Check out the trip reports in this issue,  glance at the photos, and remember that 

2022 is a new year.  So, adjust your budgets,  lose your Covid body,  get your vaccines, 

and plan for an exciting return to the slopes.  

See you at the Spring Melt Down, Carolyn 

Perfect North Ski Day 

Tuesday, March 9 

Drive on your own to Perfect North or bring a friend along. 

Check the weather forecast and snow conditions at Perfect North before driving there.  Buy your regular 

lift ticket at the outside window.  No group rate as we don’t know how many may ski. 

10:00 am.  Meet in the East Lodge ( wearing a mask ).  Then ski as much or as little as you want.  You may 

want to “tailgate” your BYOF picnic lunch in the parking lot.  Ski some more after lunch, or head home. 

This is a good chance to tune up for the Snowmass trip or get one more day of skiing before Spring.  

There’s no trip coordinator.  This is an impromptu ski opportunity.  No advance reservations required. 

Take some photos and send them to the Schussboomer. 
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From the Editor 

It’s been a year now that the coronavirus has interrupted 

our lives.  We all know of someone who suffered the ill-

ness, and many of us know someone who died from it.  

But as more vaccines become available and the days of 

late winter grow longer there’s an air of optimism begin-

ning.  The past year has been punctuated with what we 

can’t do, and the coming year will be brightened by the things we can do again. 

The Board will try to plan a Meltdown Party that can be 

safe and fun, even if it has to be outdoors.  How novel 

would it be to wear ski clothes to keep warm?  Hopefully, 

we’ll have a normal summer trip sign-up picnic at the Sail-

ing Club again.  

In this issue are the trip reports of first three club ski trips 

to Winter Park, Vail, and Big Sky.  For those of us who 

haven’t skied this winter the photos allow us to experi-

ence the fun vicariously. 

Obituaries 

Former ski club member Dick Toction passed away recently.  Dick was active in the ski club until about 

twenty years ago. He’s remembered for getting a lot of living out of the life he had.  He was sure to show 

up when fun had been planned and, if not he made the fun.  Never shy about making a statement, he was 

notorious for wearing tiny Speedo swim trunks. 

Former ski club member Tim Alan “Curly” Boyd passed away January 24 following an extended illness.  

Curly was active in the ski club in the 1990s and enjoyed ski weekends in Michigan and was a member of 

our “C” and “D” race team.  He taught middle school for 31 years before retiring.  Also, an avid motorcycle 

enthusiast who enjoyed cross country bike trips on his Harley-Davidson with his good friend Greg “Snake” 

Winters.  Curly will be remembered as a family man and friend. 
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NEW WEBSITE PLATFORM COMING: 

The ski club Board has approved moving forward with a major web-site upgrade pro-

ject.  The new website and platform are hosted by Club Express.  Club Express is a com-

pany that specializes in club web sites of all types.   

The new website is more functional and flexible and allows  interfacing with smart 

phones, and other mobile devices, has  modules for membership, trips, finances, and 

more.   

Mike Rees is heading up the transition team, along with Bob Swisshelm, Martha Hein-

rich and Ginny Klimeck, who will be the new Webmaster once the transition is com-

plete.  There will be a gestation period as the new website gets up and running.  The 

digital transformation continues….. 

  April 3-10, 2021

 Top of the Village

 Condo, 2 bd/2b units with 4 per condo

 Full package $1480; Ground $1051

 Trip Leader: Priscilla Johnson
317-289-7776
johnsonteam@comcast.net

SNOWMASS—End of Season Ski Trip—SOLD OUT 

Ski Racing News: 

Cortina d’ Ampezzo, Italy was host to the 2021 World Alpine Ski Championship in February.  This biannual event is the 

next biggest thing to the Winter Olympics.  Mikaela Shiffren led America’s contingent of skiers.  Shiffren competed in 

four disciplines and medaled in each.  She won Gold in the Ladies Super Combined event where one Super G run and 

one Slalom are scored together.  She earned a Silver Medal in the Women’s Giant Slalom, and picked off Bronze Med-

als in the Women’s Super G and the Women’s Slalom.  Other notable American performances:  Breezy Johnson 9th in 

the Women’s Downhill, Bryce Bennett 10th in the Men’s Downhill and 16th in the Men’s Super Combined, Travis Ga-

nong 8th in the Men’s Super G, River Radamus 11th in the Men’s Giant Slalom and 8th in the Men’s Parallel Giant Sla-

lom, Benjamin Ritchie 13th in the Men’s Slalom, and Paula Moltzan was 4th in the Women’s Parallel Giant Slalom. 

Mikaela’s win in the Super Combined was her 68th World Cup ski racing win and moved her to third all-time for the 

most World Cup victories. 

American ski racer Ted Ligety retired from the World Cup circuit February 13.  Pain due to a herniated back and sciati-

ca were cited as the reason Ted had to step away from racing.  He remains the only American male to win two Gold 

Medals in the Winter Olympics with a Combined win at Turin in 2006 and a Giant Slalom win at Sochi in 2014.  He 

notched 25 World Cup victories, 5 Giant Slalom World Cup Season Titles, and three Gold Medals in the World Champi-

onships throughout his career. 

mailto:johnsonteam@comcast.net
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Winter Park 2021-That’s A Wrap! 

Fifteen Indy Ski Club members made their way to Winter Park 
Colorado in January.   Most of the group traveled to our desti-
nation by car this time!  Less than half traveled by air out of 
Indy. Out of state members that joined us: Chuck Wolter, Trey 
Sophey, Matt Hatley, David Zoelle and Jennifer and Nathan 
Zoelle.  Joe Summers from Colorado joined our group for two 
days as well.   Other club members on the trip were: Nobu 
Sato, Loren Rasmussen, Marilyn and Richard Rader, Ginny, 
Nancy Snyder, Mike Wier and Kent Kitchel. 

Covid restrictions did set the tone for a modified ski experi-
ence this time.  The resort staff did a great job enforcing mask 
wearing and social distancing.  Lift lines were manageable for 
sitting alone on the lift or distanced from a fellow skier.  No indoor dining (just a “grab and go” food offering) but 
fortunately we had many sunny days that allowed us a mountain top outdoor lunch opportunity.  There were some 
sunny and warm early afternoons where you could sit by a fire and talk to your ski pals about your day or watch the 
downhill mogul competition while catching some winter sunshine! 

The Vintage Hotel closed its pool, spa and dining area.  We tired a “hallway happy hour” sitting outside our rooms to 
visit with our group.  A few of us rode the bus into the town of Winter Park and enjoyed some of the restaurants.   
Unfortunately, options for gathering were limited due to Covid restrictions but we managed to have great weather 
and snow for lots of good runs all week long! 

Nathan, Jennifer and Dave Zoelle took a trip to the hot Sulphur Springs about 40 miles from Winter Park on their ski 
day off. Soaking in hot springs that provide natural minerals was a relaxing way to ease the ski muscles! There were 
10 outdoor pools ranging from 85 degrees to 112 degrees. Reservations and wearing a mask were required but visi-
tors were free to move about to each pool.  The natural springs and beautiful views of the mountains made for a 
wonderful experience! 

We did have a couple of our group leave (by car) early due to severe weather prediction and illness. Additionally, we 
didn’t get away without one injury but that was managed by the excellent care at the mountainside clinic. 

Our club members are a hearty bunch and even Covid limitations didn’t get us (and other skiers) down! 

Thank you for the opportunity to lead the Winter Park trip!  

Dena Aleksa 
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Winter Park  Photos 

A Bernie Sanders inspired moment. 

Hallway Happy Hour:  Mike, Nancy, Ginny, Dena, Kent, and Chuck 

Dave, Jennifer, and Nathan  

At right:  Trey and Matt at the Snow Shack 



Vail Vail/Beaver Creek 2021 

“Thrilled to just get out and ski” is how some club members felt about the winter 

sports season this year. “Just roll with it” could be the maxim for 2021! 

Enthusiastically, eight die-hard winter skiers/snowboarder found the way to 

Beaver Creek this year and were rewarded with blue skies and a day with 11” of 

new powder. We arrived at The Charter by several means: some driving or taking 

the shuttle from the Winter Park portion of the Back-to-Back trip, others flying in 

from Indy. Along the way, we saw that very nearly everyone in Colorado was 

masking-up and doing their best to make it a safe and fun experience. 

Pitkin County accommodations became restricted to two households per unit, so 

we could not group in the condos booked at Vail. Our lodging was relocated from 

Vail to nearby Beaver Creek. Most of us took at least one day at Vail, and two 

even made it to Breckenridge. Having cars made those excursions much easier. 

All week Richard Rader was in good comic form, keeping us laughing with his 

hilarious one-liners: “Nice pants.” “Call the police.” “They remove it through your 

nostril.” He and Marilyn were on Week 2 of their multi-week tour of resorts in 

Colorado. Marilyn was a welcomed support to our Trip Leader, who appreciated 

her wisdom and sensibility. Thank you, Marilyn! 

Patrick Swickheimer, our representative 

snowboarder, questioned locals and searched the 

mountains for the elusive moose. He found 

consolation by capturing a photo of the bronze 

Mama bear and Cubs at the Spruce Saddle. Together 

with Bart Rajwa, Patrick enjoyed an excursion to 

Breckenridge. On Day 1, after our “welcome” happy 

hour at Black Diamond Bistro, Bart chanced upon a 

colleague in his scientific field, networking in the best of places! Later in the 

week, Bart shot spectacular photos at Vail’s Game Creek and Sun Bowls.   

The pizza party was held in one of the oldest buildings in Beaver Creek 

Village, built in the alpine spirit, so conversation turned to The Sound of 

Music. With his first-hand knowledge of European history, Bart was able to 

explain how (landlocked?) Austria had a navy for Captain von Trapp. 

Trey Sophy (our Tulsa friend who joined an Indy Ski Club trip for the 2nd year in a row) 

and his high school buddy Matt Hately seemed to spend the week joking around and 

challenging each other’s expert abilities on the slopes. Mysteriously, when pressed, 

Matt divulged working for “the federal government” (!). Was he a top-secret spy for the 

NSA? the TSA? A DNR friend of Smokey the Bear? The truth came out, but if I tell you…  

A transferee from the deferred Park City trip, Dixie Covert had an excellent week of 

skiing. She shared time in the condo with Ginny, who nursed an injury from the previous 

week. Graciously, Dixie allowed(?) Ginny to win every game of Sequence and Gin 

Rummy that we played together. As trip leader, Ginny tried hard to keep abreast of all 

the change. From Park City to Vail to Beaver Creek, from group condos to sprawling 

two-person ski-in/ski-out luxury, EPIC Day Pass reservations and changes, and people 

dropping the trip for health reasons. It was trial by fire for the first-time trip leader, but 

I think our cozy group of eight would agree that it was a fun time for all.     -Ginny

8 
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BIG SKY, BIG POWDER! 

I shouldn’t rub it in, but 2021 Big Sky was epic!  Two words—BIG POWDER!! 

The Big Sky group arrived bright/early on Feb 13th at the Indy airport, before the snow unloaded on the Mid-

west.  Our arrival into Bozeman was fairly smooth, considering it started with slight ground stoppage, before 

connecting through Chicago O’Hare.  Bozeman airport has been updated since last club trip and is a pleasant 

experience for a small airport. 

After a quick stop for snacks/liquor, 

three shuttle vans made way for the 

Huntley Lodge.  The staff is amazing!  

The check-in was so smooth, seam-

less—a staff person had a podium out-

side the front doors, with our room 

keys, and the cowboys were grabbing, 

delivering bags to the rooms within 

minutes.  In lieu of a welcome recep-

tion, the lodge provided each member 

with a welcome gift bag (wine/

sparkling water, sweet dessert treat, 

and Big Sky logo’d face gaiter).  Many 

members found the neck gaiter to be a 

perfect solution to “masking up” on the mountain. One other adjustment this year—because of no tradition-

al pizza party, each member received a gift card to use at the Boyne shops/restaurants. 

The rest of the experience was fairly normal/routine, within social distancing parameters.  The hot tub/pool, 

exercise room were open, and ski boot valet room was available. 

The wonderful Huntley breakfast was slightly scaled down, yet still yummy.  They required reservations for 

“dine-in”, however, you were able show up at any time, to “take-out” and walk through the buffet line.  It’s 

so 2020-2021, when you’re masked, interacting with a masked staff person behind clear plexiglass panels. 

Sunday was extremely cold—temps were low, single digits; many waited after 10 am to hit the lifts, while a 

handful decided not to ski.  It was my first time for goggles to frost over, considering the temps, masking, 

etc.   

As I mentioned, rest of the week was epic powder, averaging 8-12” every day.  Many played in the tree runs, 

made first tracks on groomers every day!  Lift lines were crowded early in the week, due to the holiday, but 

eased up by mid-week.  Lift staff were friendly but CONSISTENT in reminding all to pull up mask/cover nose 

while in line, on premises.  As with many resorts, you had the option to say no to other chair lift riders not 

within our party/group.  
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Given the constant snow and cloudy skies, only a handful ventured up to the top of Lone Peak during the 

week, while most skied hard all week, playing in the powder.  Aside from burning quads, tired bodies, there 

was only one injury within the group.  But, have I mentioned powder???  I may wear out that term, but it 

was powder, powder, powder.  Thursday was the one big, bluebird sky day, and the views were exquisite.  If 

anyone took a day off, some ventured into Big Sky Town Center or Bozeman, or enjoyed the spa at the Hunt-

ley.  I, being a “dog mom”, spent one morning dog sledding and it was extremely enjoyable!  I highly recom-

mend it, as I was still able to ski that afternoon. 

Big Sky 2021 consisted of many ISC regulars, along with a few family combos—parent/child combo of John 

and Brennan Nore, Craig and Clare Kleis, brothers Brian and Keith Moench...hoping they had a great time 

and sign up again!!  One big, heartwarming highlight was Bruce Davison flew in from Wisconsin—YES, he fell 

in love, moved near Milwaukee, decided to “semi-retire” and become a goat farmer with his wife! 

Playing it safe, we did not do traditional apre`-ski, but 

met most every night in the lounge area/fireplace near 

Chet’s.  We enjoyed our own liquor stash and stories 

of the day on the slopes.  Given the unique year, the 

Huntley set up their conference center as a fast/casual 

dining option called Swifty, with take-out (back to 

room) or dine in (many tables spread out within the 

banquet room).  Many members found this to be ex-

tremely convenient, aside from the other few dining 

options within the village. 

Social distancing hampered our ability to spend time together as a full group, but the amazing powder/ski 

conditions made the trip worthwhile.  Many said, “while not normal, this trip truly helped to feel that we are 

getting back on track toward normal”. 

Saturday morning the 20th went well, as planned, and actually a few minutes ahead of departure sched-

ule...the cowboys collected bags for the shuttle buses, Brett Farrell was able to corral everyone for a group 

pic, and by 9am, we were on our way to Bo-

zeman airport. 

I am so thankful for the wonderful, fun group of 

members on this trip—it made my position, lead-

ing the trip, extremely fun!   

I can’t guarantee the powder every time, but 

knowing Big Sky is a club FAVORITE, it will con-

tinue to be a regular destination on our trip 

schedule. 

Lisa Rayhons 
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More big fun from Big Sky 
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More photos of Big Sky fun 
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View from the Sky  late February 2021    By Mel Crichton, Indy Club ex-pat 

Wow!  What a difference a month makes…. A month ago I gladly left Big Sky with its crappy snow and so-so skiing to 
return to Indy to help Cathy through her heart surgery. (By the way, it went very well and she is recovering nicely, driv-
ing herself to cardiac rehab at St Frank’s). The Covid restrictions made lift lines long, even in January and even at Big 
Sky. An inch of new snow brought the locals out in droves.  I was sure the club would have the same conditions but 
hoped the snow gods would smile. 

And smile they did…Cathy kicked me out of the house, so I returned here a few days ago to find another two feet of 
snow on the roof and very good snow on the mountain. The two feet of extra snow means that, before it builds too 
deep and warmer weather starts to turn it to ice, I must rake the roofs to prevent ice dams that, if not removed, could 
lead to leaky roof or, like last year, an enormous avalanche of ice that would have crushed my car, had it not already 
been in the garage. The collected ice fell so hard that we thought there had been an explosion nearby. Chunks of solid 
ice more than a foot in diameter and totaling over a ton had to be moved from  the driveway.  

So I rake the roof to be sure that does not happen again. If you have never used a roof rake or know what one is, you 
have never lived in real snow country. It’s a blade about two feet wide by 8 inches tall on the end of a 20 foot handle. 
You rake the snow like you would rake leaves. That’s not the hard part. After you get a 3 foot pile in front of the garage 
door, it has to be removed. Tough work for a 70-plus geezer. 

But being a geezer has its advantage. While I was in Indy I managed to get both Pfizer shots so I could drive through 
Iowa and South Dakota with less trepidation than a month ago.  Few masks to be seen. Folks there seem to think they 
can’t get Covid. The statistics say otherwise.  

Let’s hope that all the club can be vaccinated in time, and that we can return to more normal activities…. including ski-
ing with no lift lines. (Less of an issue now that locals won’t turn out for 2 inches of new snow like they did in January). 

Stay safe 

Mel 

Health and Wellness 

In the popular cult fiction handbook, “How to Survive a Pandemic, and Not Go Nuts” by R. U. Cirrus, the au-

thor identifies stress and anxiety as symptoms of living in a pandemic world.   Even when not afflicted by 

symptoms consistent with viral infection, otherwise healthy individuals need a periodic and regular chemical 

stimulus to relieve stress and anxiety.   The author suggests two classes of chemical agents that are very 

effective, albeit addictive.  The first class is opioids which relieve pain, produce a feeling of euphoria, but gen-

erally require a prescription.  We’ll not delve further into those bad boys.   

The second class of chemical is called endorphins.  Endorphins are chemicals that are produced by the body, 

and therefore do not require a prescription.  Endorphins safely induce a “high” of euphoria.  Endorphins are 

not addictive, but the accompanying “high” feeling is.  This euphoria temporarily abates pandemic stress and 

anxiety.  Because endorphins are safe and effective, although temporary, it’s important to identify mecha-

nisms that can dependably and repeatedly be implemented to release these natural chemicals.  Physical ac-

tivity has been identified as one such mechanism.  Outdoor physical activity is particularly effective.  And, 

outdoor activity that produces spatial displacement ( i.e. movement ) is the most effective.  The author iden-

tifies the key characteristics and not surprisingly the similarities of two such activities.  The parameters of 

those activities are listed in Table 1.A on page 14: 

By Dr. Woz 
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Parameters 

-23° C Typical Temperature +23° C

Blue bird skies Ideal weather Blue bird skies 

Vertical Feet Unit of Measurement Miles 

Fresh Powder Ideal Surface New Asphalt 

Lift Lines  Nemesis  Traffic Lights 

Uphill Nemesis  Headwind 

Alpine vistas Visual Stimulii Coastal views 

Apres-ski  Recovery locale 1 Tiki bar 

Hot tub  Recovery locale 2 Pool 

Face plant To be avoided Road rash 

Frostbite  To be avoided Sunburn  

Blizzard  To be avoided Thunderstorm 

Poles Control Input Handlebars 

Sharp edges Control input Disc brakes 

Bindings  Engagement Pedals 

Sidecut, rocker base Technology Aid Battery, motor 

Florine  wax Accelerants Air Pump  

Helmut Accoutrements Helmut 

Goggles  Accoutrements Sunglasses 

Downhill  Optimal Direction Downhill  

More Attire Less 

Skiing Generic Name Biking 

TABLE 1.A 
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Member Birthdays 

                 March                                         April 

 

 

 

 

THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE 

FOR YOUR MESSAGE 

Contact Randy Ridgway 

for more information 

ridgway.randal@gmail.com 

Marilyn Rader 3/1 

Donald Birt 3/7 

Carol Woodward 3/7 

Dave Hinderliter 3/11 

James Covert 3/12 

Eldonna Rees 3/13 

Marcia Finin 3/17 

Mike Morrolf 3/22 

Arlis Bortner 3/26 

Nathan Zoelle 3/27 

Brian Merrell 4/2 

Gwen Bortner 4/3 

Beverly Tyler 4/3 

Steve Hoover 4/5 

Elzbieta Wojciechowska 4/6 

Laryn Peterson 4/6 

Sophie Pataky 4/8 

Neil Behrle 4/9 

Brooke Stephanian 4/11 

David Adair 4/12 

Nobuyoshi Sato 4/15 

Jill  Morrolf 4/20 

Kirby Sheets 4/21 

Charles Heinrich 4/25 

Richard Sexson 4/26 

William Ihrer 4/27 

John Nore 4/29 

Gregory Maxwell 4/30 

Looks like we need to recruit some new 

members who were born in March  
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Postmaster: If Undeliverable Please Return to: 

Marilyn Rader 

7834 Valley Stream Dr 

Indianapolis IN 46237-8537  

Indianapolis Ski Club Officers  2020-2021  see photos at http://indyskiclub.org/abouttheboard.asp

LATEST INFO IS ONLINE AT www.indyskiclub.org 

President: Ray Battey  317-407-2034 
Pres-Elect: George Andrews  636-346-3449 
Secretary: Linda Hukill  317-450-7209 
Treasurer:  Mike Rees  317-910-0819 

VP Trips: Carolyn McConkey  317-844-6860 
VP-Elect trips:  Lisa Rayhons  317-709-5231 
VP Member Services:  Marilyn Rader 317-888-7168 

Articles for next Issue to: 

ridgway.randal@gmail.com 

www.indyskiclub.org

March-April 2021 

http://indyskiclub.org/abouttheboard.asp
http://www.indyskiclub.org/
mailto:bob.swisshelm@gmail.com



