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Calendar of Events:  
January 12  Perfect North 2nd Tuesday Ski Day 10 am to ?? pm   Meet in East Lodge  
January 21  Virtual Thursday Thirst—see details above    Hey, you don’t need a mask! 
January 23  Winter Park Ski Trip begins    Front side of Back2Back Trip 
January 30  Vail Ski Trip begins    Back side of Back2Back 
February  9  Perfect North 2nd Tuesday Ski Day  10 am to ?? Pm  Meet in East Lodge 
February 13  Big Sky Ski Trip begins 
          Reminder:  Renew your club membership.  Application form is on page 13. 

 January / February 2021 NEWS FOR SKIERS AND SNOWBOARDERS  

  

You’re Invited  

Virtual Thursday Thirst 

There will be a virtual Thursday Thirst on January 21st at 6PM running to 

7PM.  You will get an email invitation to the ZOOM event hosted by tech-

nology guru and Ski Club Treasurer, Mike Rees. This will be an experiment and if it works 

we’ll consider doing it again in succeeding months.  Like any Thursday Thirst, you’re invited 

to have your favorite adult beverage sitting in front of you and maybe your dinner too.  

Catch up with your friends and, of course anyone having a funny ski trip story to tell should 

jump right in to the discussion.  Covid-19 has caused us and most other organizations to in-

novate. We’re looking forward to this fun experiment. 

      President Ray Battey 
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From the President 

Who’s going to forget 2020, the year of the pandemic.  Historians and economists will be 

studying it for the next hundred years. Most of us are marking time while we wait for our 

vaccine shots; but at the same time our club is going ahead with most of our ski trips.  The 

ski resorts tell us they will provide a scaled down and mostly safe environment.  Things 

have changed a lot since the picture below was taken in the pre-helmet 1990s.  Can you 

name everyone in the picture?  

Check out Eldonna’s rear-entry 

boots and Sue’s sunglasses.  At 

least none of us was wearing a 

one-piece ski suit.  I still have 

that blue ski jacket in the pic-

ture but I wore out the pants a 

long time ago.  

 

                                                         

 

 

 

 

As always, we should recognize the work of our hard working ski club board and committee 

heads.  Randy Ridgway is doing a great job compiling and editing our Schussboomer news-

letter.  He is always looking for new articles or pictures to run so if you have anything that 

could be of interest, please send it to him. Mike Rees, in addition to his Treasurer duties, is 

heading up our newly formed Technology Committee.  The committee is currently consider-

ing the development of a new website for the club.   

Everyone stay safe and use your downtime to reach out to old friends and people you know 

who would appreciate a phone call. 

    Thanks, 

                                              Ray 

 

L-R:  Eldonna Moore, Skylar Marx, Mike Karsas, front Ray Battey, Sue 

McNiel, unknown, Snake Winters 
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Snow is falling, lifts are running, and skiers are skiing…  

The 2021 ski season is finally here, and without fail,  a hundred (100) of us 

will be trekking West.  Though there is some suspense in the air, everyone is, 

without a doubt,  excited to hit the slopes and experience this crazy, uncon-

ventional year on the mountain.  First up is our January Back2Back trips, Win-

ter Park and Vail, then onto the ever-popular Big Sky Resort in February and 

finishing up at Snowmass for spring skiing.  True, each of the trips has pre-

sented its unique challenges. But, with the resorts' earnest desire to save its 

season, Winter Ski and Sport's flexibility and creativity in contractual agree-

ments, and the invaluable help of our excellent trip leaders, our adventure 

begins.       

Mask requirements, social distancing, and a limited number of skiers on the mountain are the common 

threads that run through all the resorts.  Each destination has its own unique needs,  depending upon its 

present-day COVID threat level.  Today's restrictions will most likely not be the same in 30 days, 60 days, or 

even 90 days. Each trip will be unique, but with some rule-following and respecting of personal space, the 

glistening mountain will still be there "whispering our names."  As the adventuresome are listening and re-

acting to that voice, I'm sure they'll have grand stories to tell. So, check out their photos and the trip leader 

articles in the upcoming Schussboomers.       

 So, for those that are venturing out, sharpen your skis, do a few extra workouts, and pray for snow. And  for 

those staying home this season, we'll see you on the slopes in 2022.   

Until further notice, masks up everyone, and welcome to the weirdest ski season ever!!    

Carolyn McConkey 

VP Trips 2020-2021 

Perfect North Ski Days 

Second Tuesdays of January, February, and March. 

Drive on your own to Perfect North or bring a friend along. 

Buy your regular lift ticket at the outside window.  No group rate as we don’t know how many may ski. 

10:00 am.  Meet in the East Lodge ( wearing a mask ).  Then ski as much or as little as you want.  You may 

want to “tailgate” your BYOF picnic lunch in the parking lot.  Ski some more after lunch, or head home. 

This is a good chance to try out your ski equipment (new or old), get the feel of skiing before your big 

western trip, or just meet up with some friends. 

There’s no trip coordinator.  This is an impromptu ski opportunity.  No advance reservations required. 

Take some photos and send them to the Schussboomer. 
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From the Editor 

Won’t it be great to put 2020 behind us and turn 

the page on the calendar to a new year?  

It’s been a year of turning lemons into lemonade.  On the 

upside, since so many people have been wearing masks 

there have been fewer colds making the rounds. 

And, face masks give us a stylish way to keep our faces 

warm on the slopes.  

Socially distanced outdoor activities such as biking, hiking, 

and golf have grown in popularity. 

Now that vaccines are available, we can hope that the 

latter months of 2021 will include more in person gather-

ings, like the ski club summer picnic and Thursday Thirsts.   

Check out Frank Wilder’s tips on speed control while ski-

ing on pages 7 and 8. 

And, ghost writer Skylar Marx shares the experience of his 

second time skiing starting on page 9. 

Why not drive down to Perfect North on Tuesday, January  12 and start 2021 off the right way on skis? 

There’s an opening on the Snowmass ski trip in April for a female skier—contact Trip Leadrer Priscilla 

Johnson on how to sign up. 

Founding Ski Club member, Dr. Tom Stump passed away at age 96 on 

November 4, 2020.  He served as a Pathologist at Community Hospital 

for many years.  Tom met his wife Doris through the Indianapolis Ski 

Club.  Two years ago Tom attended the ski club’s 60th Anniversary par-

ty and then brought Doris to a Ski Club Reunion Luncheon later that 

same year. 

Debbie Bronnenberg reports that former Ski Club member Don Toms  passed away in November.  Don 

had been a member of the club in the 1980’s and 1990’s and was remembered as a great guy.  
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TECHNOLOGY UPDATE: 

Here is a quick update on the web-site upgrade project.  Recently interested board 

member met with a representative of Club Express.  Club Express is a company that 

specializes in club web sites of all types.  Their representative demonstrated 

 the features of their product.  Many board members including myself were very im-

pressed with their product.  You can see for yourself if you visit https://

www.clubexpress.com.  

The features we are interested in include improved interfacing with smart phones, cen-

tral management, updated look and feel and many others.  If you have any additional 

functions you would like to see in our new website or comments about our web pres-

ence, drop me a quick note at mikerees@iquest.net. 

I look forward to hearing from you. 

Mike Rees 

  April 3-10, 2021  
   Top of the Village 
   Condo, 2 bd/2b units with 4 per condo 

   Full package $1480; Ground $1051 

   Trip Leader: Priscilla Johnson   
      317-289-7776 
     johnsonteam@comcast.net    

SNOWMASS has ONE opening for a FEMALE skier 

Ski Racing News: 

America’s Mikaela Shiffren earned her 67th World Cup ski racing win in the giant slalom race at Courcheval, France  on 

December 14.  It was Shiffren’s first World Cup victory in almost a year following the unexpected death of her father in 

early February.  In five World Cup so far this season Shiffren has had a fifth, a fourth, a third, a second and now a victo-

ry.  She describes this season as a process in getting her top form back.  With the victory she ranks third, along with 

Marcel Hirscher on the all-time World Cup win list. 

 

Ryan Cochran-Siegle notched his first ever World Cup victory after 101 starts.  The win came December 29 in the 

men’s Super G race in Bormio, Italy.  It came just ten days after his first-ever podium finish in the men’s Downhill at 

Val Gardena, Italy.  Ryan’s mother Barbara Cochran won Gold Medal the Ladies Slalom in the 1972 Winter Olympics in 

Sapporo, Japan.  Did you know that was the last Olympics that wooden skis were used? 

https://www.clubexpress.com
https://www.clubexpress.com
mailto:johnsonteam@comcast.net
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Learning to Ski the Right Way 

 

Learning to ski is a different story for everyone.  On my first ski trip with my friend Frazier I did just about 

everything wrong.  I grossly underestimated the need for proper equipment and overestimated my ability to 

learn quickly.  I love to ski now and have been fortunate to be part of probably the best ski club anywhere.  

It did take some time to be able to call myself a real skier.  Here is how the story began. 

On my first trip I had no real understanding of what was involved and did not have the advice of experienced 

skiers.  When you are a teenager, you are strong, flexible, and bullet proof.  When adulthood sets in, all of 

that goes away.  But you probably don’t realize just how far removed from those days you have come.   

What kept me going was my fascination with the idea of reliving my youth.  As a child, I would fly down hills 

on my sled in the snow.  During the winter I would take my sled to the hill behind my house and slide as fast 

as I could go toward the creek at the bottom of the hill.  Doing this today would probably gain the attention 

of child protective services.  It was definitely a different time then. 

The chance to learn to ski the right way came after I had turned 40 and when I met my girlfriend.  I told her 

the story of my first disastrous trip to Michigan.  This brought on many laughs and still does.  I told her about 

all the things I did wrong.  She assured me that everything would be different now that I have someone to 

give me good advice.  It was also reassuring for me to know I could put a little more money into this new 

venture than I was able to earlier. 

My girlfriend told me she belonged to a ‘ski club’ and that I should join.  This seemed intimidating.  All of 

these folks who had been skiing for years and me just a beginner.  I got some encouragement from a club 

member who said, ‘everyone was a beginner once’.  These words made me feel much better so I continued 

on.  I still think of those words and have tried to pass them along. 

When trip signup came that year, my girl friend advised me to go on the ‘learn to ski weekend’ at Schuss 

Mountain.  This proved to be one of my better decisions.  The next thing I was advised to do was attend the 

ski swap event held at the famous Sitzmark sporting goods store.  Being a bargain hunter, this seemed like a 

great idea.  

At the swap meet I purchased some really good gloves (with leather palms), real ski pants that don’t absorb 

water like cotton does, a good jacket and ski boots.  All the items I had purchased earlier were just about 

worthless so in the trash they went.   

While waiting for the trip I remembered what a disaster my first trip was.  I had not received a real lesson or 

learned to ski.  My girlfriend was an experienced skier and part of the club racing team.  She was supportive 

though and assured me that all would be fine.   She said she would stay with me no matter how slow I went.  

That was a big hit to my ego for sure. 

The time came for the trip to Schuss Mountain.  We all got on the bus, loaded our equipment and headed 

for northern Michigan.  This was my first trip with the club so I was enjoying talking with everyone and also 

enjoyed the adult beverages.  (It proved to be a great benefit to have a bus with a bathroom)! 
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We arrived very early in the morning.  It took some time to unload the bus, find our rooms and settle in. I 

had a big day in front of me trying to correct all the mistakes I had made on my first ski trip. I tried my best 

to get a good night sleep, but couldn’t because I was so eager to get started.  6 am comes very early when 

you have been traveling late into the night. 

Morning came and lesson time came.  I got all my ski clothes on and headed for my lesson.  I was very happy 

to have a real instructor.  The group was about 15 people.  Some of the students were teenagers, some were 

parents with kids, but I was the only old guy.  Undaunted, we all started by getting our skis on and learning 

to side step up the small incline to the rope tow.  I was remembering how the rope tow had been a problem 

for so many beginners, today proved to be about the same.  I was fortunate to get to the top without a prob-

lem on my first attempt.  After many falls, we all gathered at the top of this giant hill.  This was the shortest 

and shallowest hill they had, but I didn’t care.  It looked steep to me.  The instructor demonstrated what a 

wedge maneuver is.  He also said that no matter how long we skied, we would be using it.  That made me 

feel much better about being on the bunny hill.  We all took our turn wedging down the hill, then side step-

ping back to the rope tow and up the hill again.  We then learned how to make a wedge turn.  Wow, I could 

turn and stop now.  I was a legitimate beginner skier!  I tried this a few more times down the bunny slope 

and was ready for the big time.  Another young man I was talking with said he was ready to ride the lift to 

the top and give it a go.  Gulp I thought, but having been given a big boost of confidence I said I was ready, 

so off we went to the real lift. 

The chair lift on the far left of the mountain is the pink lift which took us to the top.  To the left as you get off 

is a run called ‘Chickens Choice’.  I took this run because I was definitely a chicken.  How did they know that?  

Down I went wedging all the way and finally ended up at the bottom of the lift and ready to go again.  I was 

so stoked (!) because I was going up and down the lift, skiing and having a great time.  Schuss Mountain had 

immediately become my favorite place to ski.  I must have gone up and down that same chair lift 8 times.  I 

was trying different tracks, and even putting my skis together to parallel ski. 

Parallel skiing really speeds things up, making your skis work as they should.  I was hitting bumps and 

chattering my skis and was really enjoying it.  My girlfriend came over to check on my progress and I was ea-

ger to show her how I could go up and down the lift and really ski.  We did that same run a few times and 

then the big question came, was I ready for a blue run?  ‘Oh boy’ I thought.  Are you a man or a wuss? On 

this day I had been pretty successful but I was still remembering my first disaster.  We looked at the trail 

map and found another run called ‘Mellow Yellow’, so I opted for that.  Hey, I will take any victory at this 

point.  We did that run a few times and then I headed in.  We met up at the hot tub and all my friends want-

ed to know how I did.  I was so excited to tell them I felt like a real skier, until the final shoe fell.  My girl 

friend reminded me she was heading to Aspen Colorado and would be skiing there for 9 days.  I said ‘well 

how many days will you be skiing?’, she said ‘9 days’.  My god I thought!  How can anyone possibly ski for 

nine days in a row.  I was so exhausted I could barely walk to the hot tub.  She must be WONDER WOMAN!  

And indeed she is, at least in my eyes.  She assured me that as I get better at skiing and expending less nerv-

ous energy, it gets a lot easier.  I still think she is WONDER WOMAN. 
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The next day I continued to explore Chickens Choice and Mellow Yellow along with the Glade at the top of 

the mountain.  I was still not ready to try a more advanced run, but definitely felt like a skier.  I was very tired 

and could barely lift my feet off the ground, but I knew things would get better.  Like all good things, you 

have to really want them in order to be successful at them.  Skiing is definitely not for the faint of heart.  I 

knew I had a long way to go and that skiing would be a big part of my and my children’s lives.  I could hardly 

wait to get home and tell my son about my adventure.  We started planning for a family trip right away.  

Over the years we have taken family trips to Schuss Mountain and many other wonderful places.  Each time I 

go to Schuss, I look at the bunny hill and just remember ‘everyone is a beginner once’. 

Skiing has brought me many friends and acquaintances over the years and I am very glad for that.  I have 

found that skiing is not for everyone.  You really have to want to do it.  It is a sport and takes a good amount 

of effort to get even average at it.  You also find that some people just have more talent than you.  They have 

natural god given talent and that is a big advantage.  However, skiing gets you closer to nature, other people 

and yourself.  I can’t imagine life without it.  How boring that would be. 

Peace out, 

Skylar (Skid) Marx 

This is Skylar’s second story recounting the exhilaration and emotions of learning to ski. 

View from the Sky…     Life in the Mountain West… by Mel Crichton, Big Sky MT 

I had hoped that ... by now... I would have been skiing for 3 weeks and I could deliver an assessment of 

skiing in a pandemic....but.... 

 

We are stuck in Indiana as Cathy found out that she needs a new heart valve and we are trying to nail 

down a surgery date and procedure...   And Covid is complicating the hospital issue. 

 

Therefore nothing to report. 

 

Friends in Big Sky say that snow there sucks, with snowfall at 70 percent of normal. This (to me) is a good 

sign, as bad early snow usually is followed by great late season snows.... Most days the lifts are not crowd-

ed, but the crowds are returning for the Holidays.... Aside from Grand Targhee and, to a lesser extent, 

Jackson Hole, December snow has been sparse. 

 

So I am not missing anything right now. 

 

I hope to sneak in a couple weeks in early January before any possible surgery date...  Afterward I must 

help Cathy for at least a couple months... so maybe... maybe... we can both enjoy some spring skiing on 

great snow. 

 

Let's hope I have some kind of mountain experience to report in March... 

And let's hope for good snow for the club trips. 

Merry Christmas..  and let's pray for a much happier 2021 

Mel 
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Bike Rides:           

The bike riding season has pretty much come to an end with the ski season starting.  We had a very success-
ful season, I thought.  We did 29 different rides with a total of 209 riders.  28 different individuals rode at 
least once with us. They rode anywhere from 5 or 6 miles to 30+ miles per trip. We rode as far north as Peru, 
as far south as Columbus, as far west as Brownsburg and as far east as Richmond. That's pretty good, consid-
ering we had a slow start where we had to take about a month off because of COVID restrictions.  Because 
it's outdoors and you don't get too close to other bikers, bike riding, I think, is a pretty safe way to get exer-
cise during a pandemic.  Even during rest stops, people would, for the most part, either don their masks or 
keep a safe distance.  It was a little disconcerting at times when some outdoor restaurants didn't adhere to 
safe seating arrangements, but for the most part they did OK.  The scariest time for me had nothing to do 
with the virus, but it was when I saw about 10 riders deciding to go down from the top of Crown Hill at about 
the same time.  That's the skiing equivalent of about 10 skiers deciding to go down a narrow chute about the 
same time. It could have gotten ugly, but everyone made it just fine.  

I will say that this group was very unforgiving if you made a mistake.  If you crashed because you ran over a 
hole (as many have done including me) you get the hole named after you.  If you hit a curb and crashed: well, 
there's Ginny's Curb.  If you make a wrong turn:  there is Anne's Way.  If you fall for no reason whatsoever, 
(kind of like that Laugh-In character who fell off his tricycle all the time):  there is Noli's rest stop at Fort Ben.   

I'd like to thank Bruce Davison for organizing a bike ride in Columbus, and Brian O'Farrell for organizing a bike 
ride in Brownsburg, and Noli (no last name needed) for organizing several downtown bike rides.  

 

 

I'd like to nominate (actually declare- because no one else gets a vote)  Anne Kelvin and Laryn Peterson 
as co-rookies-of-the-year.  They each went on about half of the rides this year. 

And special thanks to the "Guinea Pigs."  They are a mid-week bike riding group who rode through mud, 
gravel, grass, pot holes, steep slippery hills, construction zones, busy traffic and closed trails.  We ran into 
dead ends, no trespassing signs and got lost at times- all so the main group didn't have to go through those 
things as much.  I can't divulge their names because it is a top secret elite group. If you want to join, well, I 
will just say this- it is easier to get on the U.S. Supreme Court than it is to join us. (There are 9 justices- just 
6 of us). 

L-R:  Noli Bentley, Jackie Sundboom, Barb Garing, Brian O’Far-

rell, Terry Lindstrom, and Z (Jim Burdeski) 
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Member Birthdays 

                 January                                     February 

 

 

 

Frank Wilder 1/1 

Paula  Bodey  1/1 

Bill Bizjak 1/5 

Rick White 1/6 

Hewook Lee 1/9 

Milton  Johnson 1/10 

Janet Zusman 1/11 

Justin Pataky 1/11 

Randal Ridgway 1/13 

Noli Bentley 1/14 

Michael Wier 1/17 

Steve Dickinson 1/17 

Dalen Kitchel 1/20 

Richard Darlington 1/20 

Ruthann Osenbaugh 2/4 

Kyle Boyd 2/5 

Michael Miller 2/6 

Connie Hatherill 2/7 

Dave Shelbourne 2/10 

Ron Habenicht 2/11 

Anita Pearson 2/13 

Mary Segasser 2/17 

Kristen Williams 2/19 

Robert Swisshelm 2/20 

David Bossard 2/21 

Patrick Swickheimer 2/22 

Kitty Curran 2/27 

Mary Russell 2/28 

    

 

THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE 

FOR YOUR MESSAGE 

Contact Randy Ridgway 

for more information 

ridgway.randal@gmail.com 
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Postmaster: If Undeliverable Please Return to: 

Marilyn Rader 

7834 Valley Stream Dr 

Indianapolis IN 46237-8537  

 

 

     

                                                        
Indianapolis Ski Club Officers  2020-2021      see photos at http://indyskiclub.org/abouttheboard.asp 

LATEST INFO IS ONLINE AT www.indyskiclub.org 

President: Ray Battey  317-407-2034 
Pres-Elect: George Andrews  636-346-3449 
Secretary: Linda Hukill  317-450-7209 
Treasurer:  Mike Rees  317-910-0819 

VP Trips: Carolyn McConkey  317-844-6860 
VP-Elect trips:  Lisa Rayhons  317-709-5231 
VP Member Services:  Marilyn Rader 317-888-7168 

Articles for next Issue to:  

ridgway.randal@gmail.com 

www.indyskiclub.org 
Jan-Feb 2021        

http://indyskiclub.org/abouttheboard.asp
http://www.indyskiclub.org/
mailto:bob.swisshelm@gmail.com

